
Hon Minister for the Environment, Matthew Swinbourn 

assuranceexecutive@dwer.wa.gov.au  

 

Dear Minister for the Environment, 

Re: Revocation of the 2023 Exemption Order and Proposed Replacement Exemption for ALCOA 

I am aggrieved by the revocation of the 2023 Exemption Order and formally object to its 

revocation. My concern arises because the revocation is being undertaken for the purpose of 

replacing the existing exemption with a new exemption order that would continue to facilitate 

mining operations in the Northern Jarrah Forest without resolving the underlying environmental 

concerns associated with the exemption process. 

This decision creates the perception that environmental protections are subordinate to political and 

commercial interests and raises serious questions about the integrity of Western Australia's 

environmental approval framework. If existing environmental laws and approval processes are 

considered inadequate for a project to proceed, the appropriate response should be to review the 

project and its impacts, not to repeatedly circumvent established protections through exemptions. 

It is not acceptable that the very organisations entrusted with protecting our drinking water sources, 

cultural heritage, areas of high conservation value, and habitat for threatened species are 

increasingly perceived as unable or unwilling to adequately safeguard these assets. 

The 2023 Exemption Order has failed to provide confidence that our water sources, biodiversity, and 

forest ecosystems are being adequately protected. 

I am also deeply concerned by repeated reports of environmental non-compliance and breaches 

associated with mining operations in the Jarrah forest. Environmental conditions and approval 

requirements are only meaningful if breaches are subject to transparent investigation, meaningful 

enforcement, and appropriate consequences. Public trust is eroded when exemptions continue to be 

granted while significant compliance concerns remain unresolved. 

No replacement exemption should be implemented without meaningful consultation with affected 

communities, Traditional Owners, independent scientific experts, public health specialists, and 

conservation organisations. Nor should any exemption be granted without ensuring that the 

responsible State agencies possess the expertise, resources, and independence necessary to 

effectively monitor and enforce compliance. 

The people of Western Australia deserve assurance that decisions affecting our forests, water 

resources, biodiversity, and cultural heritage are being made transparently, independently, and in the 

long-term public interest. 

Future generations cannot recover the ecological values lost through the destruction of mature 

forest ecosystems. The world's only Jarrah forest is an irreplaceable natural asset that deserves the 

highest level of protection. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Name, address and signature 

mailto:assuranceexecutive@dwer.wa.gov.au

